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V. 


DISS  ERTATION 


ON  THE 

\ 

DROPSY. 

H I S  diforder  may  be  juftly 

ooooooco 

I  rj^  i  p  defined  an  extravafation  or  ef« 
fufion  of  the  aqueous  feruna 
or  thinner  part  gf  th6  blood 
in  any  of  the  cavities  of  the  body  •  where 
flagnating,  for  want  of  reforption  and  inter¬ 
mixture  with  the  blood  and  other  circulat¬ 
ing  humors,  is  the  effential  caufe  and  origin  - 
of  a  dropfy.  It  is  generally  diftinguiihed 
into  different  Ipecies  and  names,  from  the 

B  particular 


particulai*  part  affefted  by  the  watery  effii- 
fion,  as  the 'Hydrocephalus,  or  dropfyi  of 
the  head  in  its  integuments  and  cavity  j 
dropfy  of  the  Thorax  or  breaftj  dropfy 
of  the  ovarium  ^  dropfy  of  the  tefticles; 
dropfy  of  the  glands ^  Tympany,  commonly 
called  dry  dropfy,  from  a  confined  eiaftic 
air  preternaturally  diilending  the  fiomach 
and  inteftinal  tube ;  Leucophlegmatia,  Ana- 
farca,  or  colledlion  of  water  and  infpiflated 
ferum  lodged  in  the  cellular  membrane  in 
the  interftices  of  the  mufcles ;  and  Afcites, 
from  its  refemblance  to  a  leathern  bottle, 
when  the  region  and  cavity  of  the  Ab¬ 
domen  is  remarkably  fwelled,  and  the  con¬ 
taining  parts  diftended  from  an  accumu¬ 
lation  of  the  collefted  water. 

The  two  laft  fpecies  of  the  dropfy, 
Leucophlegmatia  and  Afcites,  being  the 
moft  freq^uent  and  incident  to  grown  peo¬ 
ple,  and  pronounced  by  all  the  Faculty 
moft  inveterate  dangerous  diforders,  I  fliall 
chiefly  confine  this  ihort  treatife  in  dif- 
cufling  the  various  caufes,  and  moft  effec¬ 
tual 


(  3  ) 

tual  method  of  curing,  by  powerful  diu¬ 
retics,  the  afflided  with  thefe  defperate 
complaints:  but  as  a  Tympany  is  often 
miflaken,  from  fome  refemblance  to  an 
Afeites,  for  the  fame  diforder,  I  fhall  fubjoln 
a  fliort  chapter  on  that  fubjed,  to  diftinguifh 
and  afeertain,  by  various  hgns  and  fymp- 
toms,  their  difference  from  each  other. 


Leucophlegmatia. 

THE  Leucophlegmatia  is  an  effufion  of 
watery  lymph  through  the  whole  pingui- 
nous  habit,  lodged  in  the  cellular  mem¬ 
brane  incumbent  on  the  mufcles  and  all 
their  inteftines.  When  the  diforder  is  re¬ 
cent  in  an  incipient  date,  the  extravafated 
lymph  is  infpiffated  from  a  mixture  of 
mucus  and  phlegm,  which,  in  the  progrefs 
of  the  difeafe,  is  diffolved  into  an  aqueous 
tenuity,  condituting  a  true  Anafarca.  It  is 
eafy  to  conceive,  from  the  fabric  of  the 
adipofe  membrane  difperfed  through  all 
parts  of  the  mufcIes^  and  vifeera  conditut- 

E  Z  ing 
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ing  partly  their  fubftance,  that  GonftitutionS 
of  a  phlegmatic  temperament  fu  per  abound-^ 
ing  with  water,  are  always  liable  to  ho 
attacked  with  this  diforder.  From.tbe  la-^ 
teral  minute  branches  of  the  fanguiferous 
arteries  is  fecreted,  in  a  found  ftate  of  body> 
a  fatty  oil  which  is  depofited  in  the  cejls  of 
this  membrane^  and  by  fjinilar  branches  of  • 
the  veins,  being  reforbed,  is  again  returned  ■ 
to  the  circulating  blood.  When  too  much  ' 
water  abounds  in  the  habit^  it  is  eafil.y 
fecreted  in  the  cells  of  this  membranej  and^  . 
if  not  reforbed  in  proportion  by  the  veins^ 
it  will  extend  the  cellular  tunic,  and  hence 
pccahon  a  tumefaction  of  the  whole  body. 

This  diforder  denotes  fuch  difpofition  of 
body  as  depraves  the  nourifiiment  through¬ 
out  the  whole  habit  '  and  thus,  vitiated^ 
is  fpecificajly  diflinguifhed  by  proper  ligns 
and  fyrnptoms,  fn  the  beginning  the  body 
is  foft,  frigid,  paftacegus,  pallid,  and  fqual- 
lid,  from  the  mucous  lentpr  of  the  bloody 
at  length  turgid,  diffufed,  and  diftended  into 
an  aquofity  occupying  the  whole  habit  ; 

it 
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it  generally  makes  its  firfl:  appearance  and ' 
effort  in  a  puffy  fwelling  of  the  feet,  legs, 
and  thighs,  from  the  water  defeending, 
when  walking  or  in  an  eredl  pofition,  by  its 
gravity,  to  the  inferior  limbs  5  and,  before 
the  diforder  has  taken  deep  root  in  the 
habit,  the  tumors  will  vanifli  in  the  night 
by  the  difeutient  heat  of  the  covering,  and 
the  horizontal  fituation  in  bed.  As  the  cir¬ 
culation  is  languid,  and  the  tumid  parts 
have  loft  their  tone  and  elafticity,  if  you 
prefs  them  with  the  finger,  the  veftige  of 
the  impreffion  will  remain  for  fome  fpace 
of  time  before  the  veffels  are  reftored  and 
replete:  the  face  and  complexion,  from 
florid,  degenerates  into  pale,  wan,  livid, 
grcenifli-yellow,  with  a  difmal  afpedl :  the 
body  is  torpid,  languid,  inert,  fometimes 
defedated  with  ichorous  puftules  or  fcales, 
as  in  a  feurvy,  with  fpontaneous  laflitude, 
incapable  of  bearing  labour^  fatigue,  or  even 
moderate  exercife,  which  is  always  effential 
to  the  recovery  of  the  patient : '  when  walk¬ 
ing  the  feet  joggle,  are  weak  and  unfteady, 
cfpecially  in  afeending  fteep. places:  thp 

breathing 
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breathing  is  fhort  and  difficult,  Increafing  in 

quieknefs  upon  the  lead  motion,  or  taking 

food  :  there  is  frequently  a  ftrong  pulfatioii 

of  the  jugular  arteries,  with  a  palpitation 

of  the  heart :  the  belly  feels  to  the  touch 

✓ 

iiard  and  inflated,  efpecially  when  coflive, 
with  dejedlion  of  crude  excrements  often 
mixed  with  blood :  the  appetite  is  inert, 
vague,  proflrate,  loathing  of  food,  bad  con^ 
coclion  of  the  aliment,  and  gravitative 
fwelling  of  the  ftomach :  the  urine  is  pale 
and  watery,  fometimes  turbid  without 
depofidon  of  fediment :  the  fkin  is  dry 
without  fweat  or  moiflure  :  the  head 
is  obtufe,  heavy  with  pulfation  and  pun¬ 
gent  pain  :  fometimes  a  flow  continual 
fever  is  a  concomitant  of  the  diforder,  ren¬ 
dering  the  pulfe  frequent,  fluttering,  low 
and  unequal.  In  fine,  all  the  animal  func¬ 
tions  languiffi,  the  patients  become  mo- 
rofe,  forrowful  and  dejected  in  women 
there  is  a  fuppreffion  of  the  menftrual  dif- 
charge,  fuffocations  of  the  womb,  with 
faintings  and  incxpreffible  anxiety  about  the 
pr^cordia.  This  ftate  of  the  dropfical  habit 
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perfeveres  fometimes  a  whole  year  or  longer, 
and,  by  proper  management,  the  diforder 
might  be  more  eafily  eradicated,  than  when 
it  terminates  in  an  Afcites,  by  a  lodgment 
of  the  waters  in  the  cavity  of  the  belly. 

The  caufes  of  the  diforder,  and  of  the 
recited  effefts,  being  flriflly  enquired  'into, 
and  well  underflood,  will  greatly  conduce 
to  the  mofl  rational  method  of  cure  :  the 
proximate  caufe  is  a  depraved  nutrition, 
with  a  fuperabundanceof  phlegm  and  ¥/ater 
in  the  habit,  to  which  various  other  caufes 
and  incidents  concur :  it  may  arife  from 
vifeid  farinaceous  unfermented  food  ^  im¬ 
moderate  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors;  confine¬ 
ment  to  lucubration  and  ftudy ;  too  much 
indulgence  in  reft;  vigilancy  with  anxiety ; 
refidence  in  fens,  marflies,  lakes ;  from 
the  paftions  of  the  mind,  ftruck  with  fear, 
or  unexpefted  terror ;  fuppreftien  of  urine ; 
vitiated  ftomacb  ;  obftrudions  of  the  vif- 
-  cera ;  long,  contiraial  fevers;  dry  afthma; 
menfes  and  hsemorrhoids  fuppreffed ;  diar¬ 
rhoea;  d^fentery;  fiuor  albus;  and  every 


immo- 
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immoderate  flux.  Vifcid  indigeflible  food 
will  be  produftive  of  a  Leucophlegmatia, 
in  confequence  of  a  debility  of  the  vifcera 
and  digeflive  organs  incapable  of  fubduing 
the  craffitude  and  tenacity  of  the  particles, 
fo  as  to  render  them  fit  for  nutrition  and 
circulation  ;  fuch  are  farinaceous  unferment¬ 
ed  food,  auftere  immature  fruits,  from 
which  will  arife  a  pituitous  lentor  in  the 
firll  paflages  vitiating  the  chyle,  and  con« 
veyed  to  the  blood,  will  impregnate  it  with 
thefe  terreftrial  particles,  infed;  it  by  degrees, 
and  render  it  more  unfit  for  inteftine  mo¬ 
tion  and  circulation ;  for  as  the  particles  of 
the  blood  are  not  fufficiently  comminuted 
for  the  lymphatic  dudts,  the  necelTary 
excretions,  fecretlons,  and  perfpiration,  will 
be  thereby  impeded,  and  the  mucous  matter 
will  be  forced  to  a  lodgment  in  the  cells 
of  the  adipofe  membrane,  and  other 
cavities,  with  tumefadion  of  the  whol^ 
habit, 

Refldence  in  marfliy,  fenny  places,  pro¬ 
duces  the  fame  bad  efFefls}  a  moift,  grofs. 


impure 
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impure  air  greatly  relaxes  the  habit,  com- 
prefles  the  fudorific  veflels,  and  by  fup- 
preffing  the  infenfible  tranfpiration,  prevents 
an  elimination  of  the  perfpirable  matter^ 
which,  being  long  retained,  is  converted 
into  a  mucofity,  phlegm,  or  ichor,  gene¬ 
rating  a  leucophlegmatia.  The  fame  water 
being  daily  in  ufe  in  admixture  of  food  and 
drink  will  greatly  contribute  to  the  fame 
purpcfe :  being  impregnated  with  many  ter- 
reftrial  particles,  it  cannot  be  eafily  fubdued 

I 

to  a  good  concod:ion,  the  mafs  of  blood  is 
replete  with  them,  and,  didending'  the 
veflels,  deflroys  the  equilibrium  and  pro¬ 
portion  between  the  folids  and  fluids ;  and 
from  this  diflxnfion  of  the  folids,  their  elaflic 
tone  is  impaired,  confequently  the  circu¬ 
lation  is  retarded  ;  and  a  mucous  lentor,  in- 
feding  the  blood,  may  foon  eflablifli  the 
diforder. 

Immoderate  reft  or  watching  may  induce 
the  fame  complaints.  A  perfon  compofed 

to  comfortable  fleep  in  bed,  perfpires  more 

\ 

freely  than  when  awake,  or  hurried  on  bu-' 

C  finefs, 


finefsj  with  great  anxiety;  thus  the  fleep 
being  lets  than  ufual,  the  exhalation  of  the 
perfpirable  matter  is  greatly  diminifhed, 
arid  crudities  increafing  in  the  humours,  will 
occafion  a  lentor  of  the  blood,  ftagnation 
in  the  lymphedufts,  and  heavinefs  in  phleg¬ 
matic  bodies  ;  for  by  exercife  and  motion 
the  mufcles  are  varioufly  con  trailed,  and; 
propelling  the  contained  blood  with  greater 
impetus,  the  circulation  will  be  acicelerated 
by  attrition  and  the  comminution  of  its  par¬ 
ticles  ;  but  by  long  reft  and  want  of  muf- 
cular  motion,  ^  the  body  becomes  torpid,  the 
circulation  languilhes,  and  the  craflitude  of 
the  blood  increafing,  produces  a  cachedical 
habit.  When  long  vigilancy  is  joined  with, 
violent  motions  of  the  body  the  animal  fpirits 
are  wafted,  the  thinner  part  of  the  blood  is 
diflipated,  and  the  remainder  infpiffated  with 
pronenefs  to  ftagnation., 

Sadnefs  and  unexpected  terror  greatly 
affect  the  conftitution,  and  frequently  pro-, 
duce  fudden  defperate  changes  in  the  crafis 
of  the  blood.  In  thofe  affections,  of  the 

mind, 
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mind,  the  refpiration  being  light  and  low, 
the  heavier  particles  are  not  eliminated  from 
the  pulmonary  fyftem ;  the  furface  of  the 
body  contrading,  impedes  the  perfpiration, 
the  pulfe  is  diminiflied;  circulation  languid, 
and  produce  immediate  coagulation  of  the* 
blood :  befides,  thofe  who  indulge  forrow'^ 
generally  feek  folitude  and  retirement, 
which  for  want  of  exercife  injure  all  the 
animal  and  vital  fundions;  and,  the  tone 
of  the  vellels  being  impaired,  produces  hea- 
vinefs  and  torpor  of  body,  with  a  tendency 
to  a  dropfy,  or  confumption,  according  to 
the  peculiarity  of  the  conflitutlon  fufceptiblc 
of  the  impreffion, 

Supprcflion  of  the  ufual  evacuations,  as 
menfirual  difcharge,  Lochia,  Haemorrhoids, 
&c.  may  give  rife  to  the  fame  complaints. 
Suppofe  the  monthly  difcharge  of  the  cata¬ 
menia  to  be  one  or  two  pounds,  which,  not 
being  excreted  as  ufual,  produces  a  plethora, 
wdth  too  great  a  fullnefs  of  the  fan^ 
guiferous  veflels  ^  and  from  their  elaftie 

C  z  tone 
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tone  being  impaired,  prevents  the  attrition 
and  comminution  of  the  particles  of  blood, 
generally  producing  an  Anafarca,  and  fub- 
lequent  Afcites. 

This  diforder  may  take  its  origin  from 
various  other  difeafes.  In  flow  continual 
fevers,  the  thinner  part  of  the  blood  being 
diffipated,  by  a  wrong  adminiftration  of  fu- 
dorific  medicines,  wdll -occafion  an  imperfcd: 
crafis  and  lentor  of  the  blood;  retarding  the 
circulation  in  the  extreme  minute  veflels, 
which  will  be  thereby  diftended,  and  the 
fmaller  branches  of /^the  reforbent  veins  not 
able  to  evacuate  themfclves,  a  dropfy  mud 
be  the  confequence  from  the  continual  ex¬ 
halation  of  the  arteries  into  the  cavities. 

I  .  .  .  t 

The  fame  may  arife  from  a  dry  convulfive 
'  afthma,  efpecially  when  the  ftraitnefs  of 
the  thorax  and  conftridllon  of  the  lungs 
deny  a  fufficient  ingrefs  of  air  to  their  cx- 
panfion ;  hence  there  will  be  too  great  an 
impletion  and  diftenfion  of  the  veins,  tranf- 
slitting  the  vifeid  blocxi  with  difficulty,  which 

accu- 
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accumulating  in  them,  and  fucceffively  in- 
creafing,  occafions  an  infardion  and  ampli¬ 
fication  of  the  capillary  vcffels,  fo  that  the 
ferum  and  thinner  part  of  the  blood  being 
fecreted  in  too  great  a  quantity,  it  mull:  de- 
fcend  to  the  inferior  limbs,  producing 
fwellings  and  all  other  bad  confequences.  In 
the  commencement  of  this  complaint  ^  ex- 
ercife  on  horfeback  and  a  pure  air  fliould 
not  be  negleded.  When  the  fiomach  is 
difordered,  it  generally  vitiates  the  chyle, 
which  not  being  fufficiently  comminuted, 
exprefled  and  divided,  by  entering  the  mafs 
of  blood,  renders  it  grofs,  vifcid,  and  unfit 
for  nutrition ;  and  begets  a  ftrong  tendency 
to  a  dropfy, 

^  t 

In  this  diforder  the  body  fuffers  greatly  in 
change  of  colour,  and  confiftence.  Colour 
depending  upon  the  tranfparency  of  the 
blood  in  the  external  capillaries,  which 
being  vitiated  from  a  mucous  lentor,  the 
red  globules  are  few  and  lupprefled,  and. 
coming  to  the  capillaries  frigid  with  very 

littfe 


little  attrition,  it  cannot*  excite  a  viYid  tranf- 
parency  or  florid  complexion,  but  degene-^ 
rates  into  a  livid  palenefs ;  and>  by  adraix^ 
tore  of  noxious  particles,  becomes  yellow- 
illi,  dufl^y  and  tav^ney:  the  body  fwelling 
from  the  languor  of  circulation,  and  de- 
pofition  of  mucus  in  the  cellular  membrane, 
occafions  a  preternatural  diftenfion  of  all  the 
veflels,  and  by  that  means  the  veflige  of  any 
impreflion  remains  for  fome  fpace  of  time. 

The  bad  effedls  of  the  difeafe  arife  from 
a  corrupt  vifeid  ftate  of  the  blood  retarding 
the  circulation,  and  ftagnating  in  places 
moft  remote  from  the  heart;  the  inferior 
parts  become  tumid  and  puffy,  fucceflively 
increafing,  invades  the  legs,  thighs,  and  ab¬ 
domen  ;  caufing  an  Afeites  from  the  lodg-s 
ment  of  water  in  the  cavity  of  the  belly. 
The  patients  complain  of  weaknefs  from  a 
flaccid  ftate  of  the  mufcles,  and  want  of 
turgefcence  in  the  habit ;  and  few  animal 
fpirits  being  fecreted  to  invigorate  the  con- 
flitution,  make  them  prone  to  laffitude. 
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feeling  fatigue  and  uneafinefs  on  the  leaft' 
motion,  efpecially  in  afcending  fi;eep  places j- 
being  then  obliged  to  raife  the  whole  weight 
of  the  body  perpendicularly.  Tranfpiration 
being  fupprelTed  from  the  external  cold  and  » 
languid  circulation,  and  the  excretory  veflels 
eomprcffed  in  their  intertexture  from  a  re-  - 
dundance  of  aqueous  humors,  produces  a - 
fenfation  of  cold  and  ihivering* 

Pains  of  the  head  frequently » accede  in  ^ 
the  Leucophlegmatia.  There  being  innu¬ 
merable  branches  of  arteries  extended  to 
the  dura  and  pia  mater,  it  is  very  obvious  ' 
that  from  a  vifcid  date  of  the  blood,  there 
will  be  an  impediment  of  cireulation  in  the 
veins,  caufing  a  compreffion  of  the  veffels ; 
and  the  fubfequent  blood,  meeting  refift- 
ance,  will  excite  a  pulfatory  •  fenfation, 
w^hich,  from  the  lituation  of  the  temporal 
arteries,  will  be  moft  confpicuous  in  them. 
The  veins  not  tranfmitting  the  blood  with  - 
equable  motion,  caufes  a  greater  diftenlion 
of  the  arteries,  forces  them  into  more  fre¬ 
quent 
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quent  contraftions ;  and  hence  an  increafe 
of  pulfation  with  receffion  of  pain. 

The  appetite  fails  and  nourifhment  is* 
depraved  from  a  weaknefs  of  the  organs  of 
digeftion  and  diminution  of  their  periftaltic 
motion,  which  prevents  the  proper  attrition 
and  comminution  of  the  food  in  the  ali¬ 
mentary  canal :  befides,  there  being  a  lentor 
of  the  blood,  the  gaftric  humour  of  the 
ftomach,  a  principal  menftruum  of  di- 
geftion  is  thereby  infedted,  and  its  internal 
veflels  and  lides,  lined  with  a  vifeid  mat¬ 
ter,  prevents  their  touching  accurately  ;  and 
hence  the  fenfe  of  hunger  fails,  with  loath¬ 
ing,  gravitation,  and  bad  concodtion  of  the 
aliment.  The  fame vifeid  flate  of  the 
bipod,  caufing  obftrudlions  in  the  capillaries 
of  the  urinary  dudts,  there  will  be  an  intii- 
mefcence,  compreffion,  and  ilraitnefs  of 
paffage  in  the  excretory  veffels;  and  too 
great  a  quantity  of  urine  being  retained, 
will  create  hcavinefs  and  pain  in  the  region 
of  the  loins.  Hence  alfo  will  arife  a  fup- 

prefiion 
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preffion  of  the  meiiftrual  difcharge  from 
fimilar  obrtrudtions  in  the  uterine  veffels. 
A  How  fever  is  frequently  attendant  on  this 
difeafe  fl'om  obftrucSions  of  the  capillaries 
on  the  farfacc  ;  which  flopping  perfpiration 
and  excretion,  and  provoking  the  heart  to 
more  frequent  contractions,  to  conquer  the 
refinance,  occaligns  a  quicker  pulfe  than 
ufual  with  a  fever :  the  pulfe  is  frequent, 
fmall,  fluttering,  and  unequaL 

Various  and  hidden  changes  of  the  air 
may  produce  a  leucophlegmatie  habit, 
A  temperate,  ferene,  and  pure  air  is  eflen- 
tially  neceflary  to  the  prefervation  of  life‘ 
and  health  5  fo  from  its  interaperatu|*e 
many  djforders  may  arife.  There  is  fome- 
thing  latent  and  occult  in  this  body,  con^ 
flantly  affeding  our  conftitutions,  which 
cannot  be  accounted  for  from  its  gravity, 
or  elafticity  •,  nor  attributed  to  any  fenfible 
quality  within  our  comprehenfions.  When 
therefore  the  body  and  its  fundions  are 
vitiated,  and  no  primary  caufe  of  the  dif- 
order  appears,  it  may  be  attributed  to  the 

O  ■  jn(alu- 
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iinfdubrity  of  the  air,  which  Ihould,  in 
fuch  a  cafe,  be  changed  by  removal  to  ano¬ 
ther  climate.  A  warm,  dry,  and  tempe-* 
rate  air  is  moft  friendly  to  conditutions  of 
a  leucophlegmatic  difpofition  :  but  a  moift, 
damp,  grofs  air  is  pernicious ;  by  convey¬ 
ing  and  infinuating  the  watery  particles 
into  the  habit,  it  induces  a  laxity  and  in- 
ertnefs  of  the  folids,  congeftion  and  ex- 
panfion  of  the  fluids^  and,  as  in  pituitous 
'Cpnftitutions  the  flamina  are  lefs  compacl 
and  elaftic,^  the  body  will  foon  fall  into  ana- 
farcous  fwellings,  and  at  length  terminate 
in  an  afcites. 

The  principal  intention  of  cure  in  a  recent 
Leucophlegmatia,  is  to  redore  the  vifcid 
humours  to  a  natural  duidity,  and  render 
them  fit  for  circulation,  which  is  greatly 
helped  by  a  proper  regimen  and  due  ufe  of 
the  non-naturals.  The  air fhould  be  dry ;  the. 
drink  not  much,  but  of  a  generous  nature; 
the  aliment  exficcating  and  nouriftiing,  as 
hifeuit  or  bread  well  fermented  ;  the  flefh- 
2fneats  ihould  be  roaded,  and  of  the  volatile 

kind. 
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kind,  dr  of  animals  exercifed  In  runningj 

4 

fuch  as  hares,  rabbits,  kids,  venifon,  &c.  re- 
framing  from  too  much  drink  and  aqueous 
food  ;  frequent  exercife  j  fridlion  ;  refidence 
in  pure  air,  and  variety  of  am ufements. 

»  >• 

The  medicines  beft  appropriated  to  this 
'difordered  ftate  of  the  body  ihould  be  fuch  as 
are  endued  with  a  difcutient  ftimulating  qua¬ 
lity,  intermixed  occafionally  with  cardiacs, 
corroborants,  faballringents,  and  evacu- 
^nts.  The  principal  medicines  of  this  clafs  in 
life  are  the  following:  fapo-venet:  gum- 
ammon:mafl:ich,afiafcetida,  benzoin,  galban: 
bpoponax,  myrrh,  fagapen:  aloes,  caflor^  rad. 
jalap;  rhabatb:  fcammony,  raphan:  ruftican: 
gentian:  arlftoloch:  zedoar:  imperator:  an- 
'gelic:  cantrayer:  galang;  iridis^  pyrethri, 
herb;  abfinth:  centaur-minor:  rorifmarinx 
artemis:  thymi,  ferpilli,  mari  fyriaci,  la- 
vendul:  cochlear:  hyfop:  marjoram;  ruts: 
fabinoe,  falvioe,  femin:  abfinth:  foenicu!: 
tanacet:  fantonici,  anifi  carui:  cardam: 
coriand:  finap:  foenugreci,  naflurt:  dauci: 
baccar:  juniper:  laur:  enuhcampan:  bardana: 

D  2  parier: 
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parierrbrav:  vencetoxic:  fclll:  &c.  to  whicfi 
may  be  added  nutmegs,  mace,  cinnamon, 
pepper,  with  ftimulating  aromatic  and  ce¬ 
phalic  oils :  but  great  prudence  and  caution  is 
neceflaryintbeexhibition  of  thofeftimulants, 
for  fear^of  accelerating  toofuddenly  the  cir¬ 
culation  diffolving  the  humors,  and  forcing 
them  to  adepofition  in  the  abdominal  cavity, 
which  may  quickly  produce  an  Afcites* 


Afcites. 

THIS  diforder  denotes  a  colleflion  of 
water  or  ferous  humors  in  die  cavity  of.  the 
,  abdomen,  paffing  frequently  into  the  fcrotum. 
The  pathognomonic  figns  of  an  Afcites  are 
intumefcence  of  the  inferior  limbs,  fwelling, 
diftenfion,  and  heavinefs  of  the  belly,  with 
noife  of  water  fiuduating  in  the  cavity. 
In  general,  the  tumor  begins  in  the  feet, 
increaling.  and  afccnding  gradually  to  the 
legs,  thighs,  and  belly,  where  the  w^atery 
Jiiimors  depofited  in  its  cavity  will,  upon 

concuffion 
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Goncuflion  or  flroke,  produce  a  nbife  and 
perceptible  fluduation.  The  waters  paffing 
into  the  fcrotiim  occahon  its  fwelling  fomc- 
times  to  an  enormous  fize,  with  incurvature 
of  the  penis/  The  refpiration  is  difficulty 
‘breathing  ffiort  and  quick,  and  at  length  fo 
oppreffivT,  that  the  patients  cannot  refpirc 
but  in  an  ered:  poftiire,  or  head  inclhied  to 
the .  breaft,  with  a  perpetual  cough  and 
endeavours  to  excreate ;  the  appetite  is 
languid,  with  a  loathing  of  food;  an  un¬ 
common  and  continual  drought  is  the  con- 
flant  companion  of  this  diforder;  the  urine 
is  pafTed  in  fmail  quantities,  which  at  firft 
is  of  an  aqueous  t'enuitVy  ■  but  by  degrees 
becomes  turbid  and  red  ;  there  is  frequently 
a  conftipatLn  of  the  belly,  with  crude  de- 
jedions  mixed  with  blood ;  the  inquiline 
humors  corrupted  from  the  ftagnant  waters, 
with  obftrudions  in  the  capillary  veliels, 
produce  a  fever,  and  a  frequent,  low,  ^hard, 
and  tenfe  f)alfe;  when  the  difeafe  proves  in¬ 
veterate  and  unyieldins^  to  remedy,  the  infe¬ 
rior  parts  become  more  tumid,  whilft  the 

fuperior 


Superior  parts  are  obferved  to  fee  tbtaliy 
emaciated  with  a  livid  difcoloration  of  the 
ficin  ;  the  fleep  is  not  refrefliing  to  the  con- 
ftitution,  the  patient  generally  awaking 
tineafy  and  difturbed,  with  a  greater  tume- 
fadion  of  the  face  and  hands,  and  pronenefs 
to  Humber,  \\dfliing  from  death  a  relief  of 
their  mifery. 

The  caufes  of  the  Dropfy,  dnd  its  va¬ 
rious  eftedSj  are  fufficiently  recited  and  can- 
Vafled  in. the  1  aft  chapter,  giving  a  full  de- 
fcription  of  its  rifCj  and  all  the  neceffary 
cautions  to  prevent  its  progrefs :  however^ 
for  the  fake  of  my  readers  and  patients, 
afflided  with  this  dbfperate  difeafe,  I  fliall 
add  a  few  pages  more  in  difcuffing  the 
theory,  and  iliuftrating  the  fubjed,  I  hope* 
4o  their  fatisfadion^ 

It  has  been  obferved  that  in  tfee  Leuco- 
phlegmatia  there  are  great  cbftrudions  in 
the  minute  venous  vefTels,  which  retard  the 
return  of  the  blood  to  the  heart ;  and,  in 

‘  proportion 
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proportion  to  the  reliftance,  the  prefllirt^ 
will  be  augmented  in  the  capillary  veflels, 
forcing  the  fmaller  branches  of  the  arteries 
to  depofite  the  lymph,  inftead  of  oils,  in  the 
cellular  membrane. 

When  the  cells  of  the  adipofe  membrane 

* 

are  replete  with  this  vifcid  lymph,  a  re-e 
fidance  will  arife  in  the  veffels  of  abforption, 
efpccially  in  the  more  remote  parts  from  the 
heart,  and  will  occafion  firft  a  tumefadion 
of  the  inferior  limbs,  gradually  afcending  to 
all  the  adipofe  parts  of  the  abdomen,  which 
being  thus  charged  with  great  weight  of 
water,  the  preffure  will  be  increafed  on  the 

peritoneum  and  its  veffels,  forcing  a  tranfuda- 

>• 

tion  of  vapours  through  the  exhaling  arteries 
in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  In  the  fame 
manner  Dropfies  in  the  other  cavities  are 
to  be  explained. 

Neither  is  the  above  the  foie  caufe  of 
.an  Afcites,  as  internal  tumors,  cxulce- 
rations,  and  vifcofities  may  have  the  fame 

effect. 
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ciFed.  Suppofe  the  liver  obftrudicd  from 
tumors,  or  indurated  by  a  fcirrhus,  it  will 
impede  the  free  tranlit  of  the  blood  in  the 
branches  of  the  vena  porta  and  jczva,  and 
the  obftacle  increahng  from  an  acceffion  of 
more  blood,  there  will  be  a  greater  accumula¬ 
tion  and  preflure  in  the  capillary  and  excretory 
veflels,  forcing  a  tranfudation  of  the  lymph 
and  matter  through  the  pores  of  its  tunic, 
and  caufing  a  lodgment  of  it  in  the  cavity  of 
the  abdomen.  As  the  peritoneum  is  extended 
to  all  the  abdominal  vifcera,  covering  and 
llrengthening  them  with  a  membranaceous 
tunic,  it  is  very  conceiveable,  that  limilar 
obdrudions  or  congeftions  in  any  of  the 
vifcera  may  terminate  in  a  Dropfy,  and  in¬ 
deed  of  the  moft  dangerous  and  rnalignant, 
nature,  from  a  putrid  liquefacTtion  of  the 

^  ■  t 

internal  parts Jn  this  cavity,  where  the  moft 
powerful  medicines  can  fcarcely  reach  with 
fufficient  efRcacy  to  heal  and  reftore  them 
to  their  due  tone. 

When  the  abdomen  is  greatly  diftended 
from  the  excretion  and  lodgment  of  waters 

in 
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in  its  cavity,  it  impedes  the  free  clefcent  of 
the  diaphragm  in  refpiration,  and  occafions 
difficulty  of  breathing;  nor  can  they  deep 
or  lie  down  horizontally,  as  in  that  portion 
the  colleded  waters  and  vifcera  prefs  more 
forcibly  in  preventing  the  defcent  of  the 
diaphragm,  and,  threatening  a  total  fup- 
preffion  of  breathing,  oblige  them  to  feek 
an  eredt  pofture,  that  the  waters  and  vifcera 
may  fubfide  to  the  inferior  parts.  When 
there  is  any  internal  inflammation  and  fever, 
the  thirfl  is  greatly  increafed ;  even  withou 
a  fever  there  will  be  a  conllant  thirfl ;  for 
as  the  excretion  of  lymph  in  the  cavity  is 
augmented  the  other  excretions  will  be  di- 
miniihed  in  the  falival  glands,  urine,  infen- 
fible  tranfpiration,  and  fweats ;  and  hence 
the  fauces  will  become  acid  and  dry  with 
great  thirfl,  becaufe  the  lymph  is  not  con¬ 
veyed  to  the  glands  in  fufficient  quantity, 
from  having  a  more  open  free  paflage 
and  abforption  into  the  cavity  of  ffie  ab¬ 
domen. 


The. 
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The  too  great  indulgence  and  abufc  i« 
debauching  with  flrong  fpirituous  liquors, 
will  frequently  generate  a  Dropfy.  By  their, 
inordinate  ufe  the  blood  is  ftimulated,  ac- 
t^eleiatcd,  its  attrition  increaled,  and  natural 
excretions  excited  by  ftool,  urine,  per- 
Ipiration,  or  fweats ;  and  hence,  from  a  long 
continuance  and  excefs,  .the  thinner  and 
more  fubtle  parts  of  the  blood  will  be  diffi- 
pated,  the  remaining  humofs-  incraflated, 
and  tliC  vellels,  from  the  daily  impetus  and 
flimulus  excited  by  ftrong  liquors,  will  be 
loo  frequently  amplified  into  preternatural 
diftenfiotiS,  with  lofs  of  tone,  contreme- 
fcencc  of  the'  ftomach  and  limbs,  and  a, 
total  relaxation  of  the  habit ;  wherefore  the 
more  fubtle  parts  being  thus  expelled,  and 
the  excretory  vefiels,  having  loft  their  tone 
and  elafticity,  are  incapable  of  reftitution 
and  ^performing-  the  office  of  attrition,  the 
l^lood  becomes  viicid  and  prone  to  dag- 
nation,  produdiye  of  a  dropfy ;  and  what 
is  moft  deplorable,  almoft  an  extindion  of 
all  the  external  fundions  f 

4-^.  •“  .  .  i  .  ^ 
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Immodicl  fenfus  pcrturbat  copia  Bacchi,, 

Inde  quis  enumerat  quot  mala  proveniant? 

Corporis  exhaurit  fuccos,  animique  vigoreni 

“  Opprimit,  iiigenium  ftraiigulat  atque- negat/’ 

EobaN. 

As  the  caufe  of  a  dropfy  depeiids  on 
many  concurring  incidents,  the  prognoftic 
is  fometimes  very  dubious  and  undeter¬ 
minable,  efpecially  when  the  diforder  arifes 
from  feirrhofities  or  exul’cerations  of  the 
internal  vifccra:  but  when  it  proceeds  only 
from  a  depraved  ftate  of  the  circulating 
humors,  the  confcquence  is  not  dreadful, 
if  the  ftren^ith  and  conftitution  of  the 
patient  will  bear  up  with  vigour,  and  co¬ 
operate  with  the  power  of  medicine  in  the 
cure. 

The  favourable  fymptoms  indicating 
fpeedy  recovery  are  foundnefs  of  the  vifeera^ 
eafy  refpiration,  without  cough,  drought,- 
or  drynefs  of  the  tongue;  the  appetite  good 
without  iineafinefs  after  meals ;  the  belly 
foft,  eafily  moved  on  taking  of  medicines, 
and  the  excrements  of  a  proper  confidence, 

E  2  without 
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without  crudities  or  admixture  of  blood ;  t 
change  of  urine  upon  alteration  of  medicine 
or  food  ;  free  from  pain  ;  bearing  exercife 
without  reluftance  and  fatigue,  or  too  great 
pronenefs  to  laffitude,  dejedion,  folitude,' 
and  reft.  The  contrary  to  all  thefe  fa« 
vourable  fymptoms,  prognofticatc  greater 

danger. ' 

The  curative  indications  in  the  Anafarca 
and  Afcites  are,  to  reftore  the  ftagnatnt  vilcid 
lymph  and  humors  to  their  natural  fluidity^ 

,  and  return  them  to  the  circulation  ;  to  eva¬ 
cuate  the  redundant  juices  and  extravafated 
'  lymph  from  the  cavities ;  to  ftrengthen  the 
relaxed  fibres  and  veffcis,  fo  that,  by  re- 
ftitution  to  tone,  clafticity  and  eontradibny 
they  may  be  able  to  accelerate  the  cir¬ 
culation,  and  promote  all  the  necefiary 
fecretions;  and  to  invigorate  the  confti- 
tution  by  corroborating  medicines,  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  relapfe. 

The  greateft  adjuvant  to,  medicine  in 
the-  cure  of  the  Anafaica  and  Afcites  is. 


in 
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in  promoting  the  cxercife  of  the  body;  by' 

mufcular  motion  the  venous  blood  will  be 

♦ 

accelerated  to  the  heart,  and  the  circulation,^ 
by  force  of  exercife,  may  be  increafed  at 
will ;  for  the  mufeles  fwelling  and  con- 
trading  in  labour  and  motion,  prefs  'the 
cellular  membrane  and  parts  interpofed,  ex¬ 
citing  an  attrition  of  the  flagnant  ferumj 
and  by  forcing  a  reforption,-  prepares  it  for 
excretion  and  elimination  by  fweats,  urine,' 
ftool,  &c. 

When  the  watery  htimofs  are  increafed 
in  the  habit,  and  extravafated  in  the  cavity 
of  the  Abdomen,  various  methods  of  cure’ 
have  been  devifed  to  evacuate  the  effufed 
waters.  Strong  vomits,  purgatives,  fudo- 
rihes,  opiates,  and  mercurials,  are  fuccellively 
adminiileied  in  hope  of  attenuating  the 
vifeid  humors,  and  prepare  them  for  ex¬ 
pul  fion  by  the  urinary  paffage,  or  diffipate 
them  by  the  other  emittories  of  the  body. 
But  when  the  patients  are  not  very  fooii 
relieved  by  this  method  of  cure,  the  con- 
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tinuance  of  it,  exciting  intolerable  con- 
cuffions,  difturbance,  and  heat  in  the  body^ 
will  render  the  diforder  inveterate  with 
mofl  peinicious  lyniptonas;  the  thirlb  vrill 
be  increafed,  <  the  habit  more  relaxed  with 


greater  effufion  of  water  in  the  cavities^ 
and,  what  fliould  be  principally  attended 
to  in  this  and  all  diforders,  prefervation  of 
tone  in  the  organs  of  digeflioii,  will,  by  ob- 
flinate  perfevcrancc  in  this  method,  he 
totally  debilitated  and  incapable  of  perform¬ 
ing  the  office  of  oigefiion,  and  fupplying  a 
good  chyle  for  nutrition;  and  hence  the 
Vital  functions  vitiated  and  failing  v/ill  fjpee^ 
dily  terminate  the  tragic  feene  in  death ! 

Diuretics  are  allowed,  by  the  mofi:  emi¬ 
nent  phyficians,  to  be  the  fafeft  and  moft 
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cs  that  can  be  exhibited 


in  the  cure  of  a  oropiy :  they  do  not  diflurb 
the  conftiiution  much,  nor  give  fuch  violent 


iliocks  as  is  generally 
continual  u(e  of 
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experienced  in  the 
vomits  and  purga- 


ives; 


alvv^ays  dedrudive  in  hy- 


flcrical 


(  3*  ) 

fterical  and  delicate  habits :  the  patients  ar^e, 
not  debilitated  by  the  continuance  of  them, 
and  if  properly  fele£led  and  adapted  to  the. 
conftitution  and  nature  of  the  diforderj 
there  is  more  likelihood  of  fuccefs  from 
diuretics  than  any  other  clafs  of  medicines. 
For  the  redundant  humors  and  extraneous 
noxious  particles  confufed  with  the  mafs  of 
blood,  will  be  more  eafily  fecreted  by  the 
urinal  tubes  than  any  other  in  the  habit. 
Thefe  dufts,  from  their  iituation,  in  greater 
warmth,  are  rendered  more  yielding,  more 
potent,  and  the  peccant  matter  more  fluid 
and  attenuated  for  expul fion.  Medicaments 
of  this  clafs  properly  fuited  to  the  nature  of 
thefe  complaints,  fhould  be  of  a  deobflruent 
quality^  capable  of  diflblving  the  vifeid  te¬ 
nacity  of  the  humors,  and  by  removing 
the  obftrudlions  of  the  fecretory  dudts  of 
the  kidneys,  render  them  fit  for  performing 
their  fundions,  in  eliminatino::  the  ferum 
and  recrementitious  particles  of  the  blood 
by  the  urinary  paffage. 
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Of  this  kind  there  is  a  great  variety  men¬ 
tioned  and  recommended  by  different  au¬ 
thors  :  fach  are  alkaline  lixivial  falts,  and 
various  preparations  of  them;  falts  of  nitre, 
ammoniac,  borax,  polycbred,  regenerated 
tartar,  vitriol  ated  tartar,  ftibiated  tartar, 
alum ;  foap,  turpentine,  oil  of  juniper, 
juices  of  oranges,  lemons,  citrons,  garlic, 
onions,  fquills,  with  rhenifli  and  other  diu¬ 
retic  wines ;  tindures  of  tartar,  cantharides, 
antimony,  quicklime,  with  innumerable 
other  remedies  compounded  from  the  roots, 
leaves,  flowxrs,  and  berries  of  various  vege¬ 
tables,  many  of  which  are  mentioned  in  the 
conclufion  of  the  lart  chapter.  And  indeed 
many  of  the  recited  medicines  prove  often 
ufeful  and  falutary  in  a  recent  ftate  of  the 
diforder,  if  admini Tiered  in  due  fcafon,  and 
by  a  fivilful  hand,  who  underftands  conduft-. 
ing  the  difeafe  in  every  flage  of  its  progrefs. 
But  the  man  of  fcience  and  knowledge  in 
phyiic  is  feldom  called  upon  in  this  or  any 
other  diforder,  until  the  laft  extremity, 
until  every  matron  and  antiquated^  nurfc 

hav^ 
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have  tried  all  their  vain  efforts,  when  im- 
nMiiCnt  danger  and  fear  ot  cenfare,  exciting 
humiliation,  oblige  them  to  feek  reiuge  and 
relief  in  the  fuperior  abilities  of  feme  phyfi- 
cian,  to  redlify  their  mifeondudf,  and  extri¬ 
cate  them  from  difficulty ;  but  fuch  is  the 
force  of  vulgar  credulity,  that  this  abufc 
and  evil  is  more  intolerable  and  difficult  of 
corredtion  and  cure  than  the  complaints 
under  confideration, 

However,  I  niuft  allow  that  fome  of  the 
moft  eminent  of  the  faculty  have  failed  of 
fuccefs  in  the  cure  of  the  d reply  ;  and  hence 
obferving  the  infufficiency  of  the  prefent 
mode  of  adminifiration  in  this  difeafe,  have 
fpent  a  long  time  in  contemplating  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  different  fpecies  of  dropfles,  and 
moft  probable  means  of  relieving  the  afflidfed 
with  thefe  defperate  complaints,  which, 
ftom  experiment  and  obfervation,  finding  to 
be  obtainable  from  diuretic  medicines  pre¬ 
ferably  to  any  other  clafs,  has  engaged  a 
great  part  of  my  attention  and  time  for' 

f  y^ars. 
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years,  in  difcovering  and  compounding,  by 
various  procefTes,  the  mod  powerful  diure- 
tics,  in  order  to  give  them  their  defired 
eired',  without  diftiiibance  to  the  conftitu- 
tion,  in  evacuating  the  flagnant  waters  from 
the  cavhies  by  the  urinary  paffage,  and  have 
the  pleafore  at  laft  lo  find  my  endeavours 
crowned  with  foccefs. 

I  can  affert  wnth  confidence,  from  long 
experience,  and  various  inconteiiable  trials 
in  the  moft  defperate  frate  of  the  dropfv, 
that  the  Diuretic  Drops  in  my  pofieffion 
greatly  excel  any  other  medicine  in  the  pre- 
fent  pradice  5  and  am  fo  folly  convinced  of 
their  virtue,  power  and  efficacy,  in  eradi¬ 
cating  this  diforder,  that  I  flrall  undertake 
the  cure  without  any  depofit,  premium,  or 
demand  on  the  patients,  until,  on  trial,  they 
have  full  convidlion  of  the  good  effeds  of 
the  medicine  in  perfeding  the  cure,  and 
eftabhtliing  their  health.  An  honed  pro¬ 
cedure  fhalljuftify  my  condud  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  5  and  the  afflided  with  this  diforder, 
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honoring:  me  with  their  confidence,  v/iil 
find  in  a  few  days  fuch  benefit  from  the 
medicine,  as,  in  fadf,  will  fupport  the  truth 
of  my  aflertion  :  nor  have  1  any  doubt  of 
giving  general  fatlsfaftion  to  thofe  who  may 
call  upon  me  for  information  ,  or  of  corn- 
pleating  the  cure  in  the  fpace  of  one  month. 

It  has  been  remarked,  that  various  dan¬ 
gerous  fymptomo  are  concomitant  on  the 
diforder,.  as  difficult  refpiration  threatening 
fuffbeation,  tubercles  of  the  lungs,  and  po- 
lypofe  concretion  of  the  heart,  depraved 
appetite,  indigefricn,  See,  which  ffiould  be 
ffridllv  attended  to,  for  fear  of  their  con- 
fiiituting  a  fecondary  difeafe  more  pernicious 
,than  the  primary.  And  as  it  will  be  necef- 
fary,  after  diflipation  of  the  waters,  to 
ftrengthen  the  habit,  and  prevent  a  relapfe 
by  ftomachic  corroborating  medicines,  would 
advife  the  patients  under  cure  tohavere- 
courfe  to  me,  ffn  calling  on  me  frequently, 
or  correfponding  during  their  continuance  of 
the  medicine  5  when  they  may  be  aflhred 

of 
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of  having  proper  direftions  for  regimen  and 
diet,  and  every  adjuvant  in  phyfic  admi- 
nifiered  that  maybe  neceffary  to  fubdue  the 

aireit  fymptoms,  and  totally  eradicate  the 
diforder. 


I S  a  tumor  of  the  abdomen,  fixed,  con- 
ftant,  C(^ual,  hard,  refiftant,  arifing  froiii 
rarefied  vapors,  and  confined  air  in  the  fio- 
mach  and  inteflinal  tube,  which  cccafiorbS 
a  rumbling  and  murmuring  noife,  reiound* 
ing  like  a  drum  on  percufiion.  From  this 
definition,  it  is  apparent  that  the  Fympany 
is  effentially  different  from  an  afeites,  as 
will  appear  more  evident  from  the  follow¬ 
ing  diitinguifiiing  figns. 

The  tumor  and  diftenficn  of  the  body  is 


Icfs  than  in  an  aicites  y  the  abdomen  i 


nen  is  more 


comprefled  to  the  Tides,  and  anteriorly  to^ 
w^ards  the  nave!,  more  prominent ;  there  is 
lefs  fenfe  of  gravity  and  weight  of  body  than 
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iri  an  AfciteSj  from  the  ponderofify  of  accii- 
miilated  waters  in  the  cavity ;  on  percufiion  k 
refounds  with  an  obtufe  found,  like  an  un* 
braced  drum,  without  perceptible  fluctuation 
of  water  ;  the  tumor  does  not  vary  on  chang¬ 
ing  fltuation  of  bodyi  the  veflige  of  im- 
preffion  made  by  the  linger  does  not  remain 
for  any  fpace  of  time ;  the  refpiration  is 
more  free,  they  lye  down  vcitb  greater  eafe, 
and  the  pulfe  is  fuller  and  harder  than  in 
afcltlcal  patients,  wdiofe  pulfe  is  generally 
fmall  and  languid  t  in  the  Tympany  there 
is  lefs  intumefcence  of  the  feet,  greater 
conflipation  of  the  beliy,  more  frequent 
erudtations  and  belchings  of  wind,  v/hich 
fometimes  give  fuch  relief,  that  the  patients 
do  not  feel  fenfe  of  pain,  or  Amptoms  of 
difordcr ;  they  bear  fatigue  and  exereife  with 
more  chearfuh^efs,  nor  is  there  fuch  prone- 
nefs  to  laffitude,  dejcclion,  and  reft. 

The  belly  is  compreffed  at  the  fides,  and 
afeends  anteriorly,  becaufe  the  Cdes  of  the- 
abdomicn  being  firmly  fupported  by  three 
very  ftrong  mufcles,  will  refill  more  forci¬ 
bly 
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b!y  the  prefliare  of  air  in  the  inteftinal  tube; 
than  when  the  water  is  extravafated  in  the 
.cavity,  which,  from  its  ponderofity,  fludua- 
tion,  and  relaxation  of  the  fibres  of  the 
mufcles,  will  oblige  them  to  yield  to  a 
greater  expanfion  at  the  fides :  they  refpire 
more  freely,  and  feel  lefs  anxiety  in  a  de*- 
cumbent  pofture,  becaufe  the  air  being  light 
yields  more  eafily  to  the  defcending  dia:- 
phragm  in  infpiration,  neither  preffing  on  It 
forcibly  in  fleep,  is  there  that  danger  of 
fuffocatioUj  anxiet  y  of  the  prsecordia,  or  fenfe 
of  gravity  and  oppreffion  as  in  the  afcites: 
the  body  is  fometimes  totally  emaciated 
from  a  defed  of  good  chyle;  for  as  .the 
alimentary  canal,  by  a  preternatural  diften- 
tion,  has  loft  its  contradile  power,  there  is 
not  a  fufticient  attrition  and  comminution 
of  the  aliment  to  form  it  into  chyle 
fit  for  nutrition  ;  befide,  the  orifices 
of  the  ladeals,  in  great  diilenfion,  are  fo 
much  affeded,  .that  they  do  not  tranfmit  a 
a  lufficient  quantity  for  the  fupport  of  the 
blood. 


The 
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The  cure  of  a  Tympany  requires  reftora^ 
tion  of  the  contradile  power  of  the  intef- 
tines,  and  diminution  of  the  rarified  air  in 
their  cavity,  which  '*s  obtained  by  ftimulant, 
aromatic,  and  allringent  medicines,  irritat¬ 
ing  the  firfi;  paflages  to  more  powerful  con- 
tradions,  and  free  expul fion  of  the  rarefied 
vapors  and  indurated  faeces,  which  fie- 
quently  excite  intolerable  pains  in  the  re¬ 
gion  of  the  loins.  Such  are  origan)/,  penny¬ 
royal,  rue,  calamint,  mafterwort,  elecam¬ 
pane,  cinnamon,  mace,  nutmegs,  doves, 
ginger,  yellow-faundcrs,  aloes,  peruvian- 

bark,  winter’s  bark,  citrons,  pomgranates, 

/ 

wall  pepper,  arum,  feeds  of  fennel,  cunir 
min,  &c.  with  many  others  of  the  fame 
clafs,  w^hich  may  be,  occafionally,  exhi¬ 
bited  with  ftimulating  purgatives,  and  ap¬ 
plied  in  clyfters,  fomentations,  and  cata- 
plafms,  to  the  region  of  the  abdomen. 
To  expedite  the  cure,  exercife  (hould  be 
inftituted,  and  every  kind  of  fiatuient  food, 
generative  of  wind,  to  be  avoided. 


Having 
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Having  now  fulfilled  my  promife,  to  the 
beft  of  my  ability,  in  defcribing  the  hifiory 
of  the  dilorder,  and  pointing  out  the  diitin-r 
guifhing  figns  of  each  fpecies,  with  a  ge¬ 
neral  method  of  cure  in  the  Dropfy,  am 
obliged  to  conclude  this  matife,  for  fear  of 
tiring  and  difgufiing  my  readers  by  too  great 
prolixity  in  unnecelTary  animadverfions  and 
comments ;  and  hope,  from  their  benevo^ 
lence  and  candour,  to  merit  fome  (hare  of 
appLufe  and  approbation  for  my  endeavours, 
requefting  their  indulgence  and  excufe  of 
any  trifling  inaccuracies  that  may  occur  ia 
difcuffing  this  fubjeft. 

Diverfis  dlverfa  placent,  quod  fpreveret  unus 
Alter  amat,  cuiu^is  nemo  plaqere  poteft. 

Patients  in  London,  incapable  of  calling  at  Dr. 
Lowther’s  houfe  in  Hatton  Garden,  will  be  vilited 
by  him  on  notice  given  ;  and  all  letters  from  th^ 
country,  poll  paid,  anfwe^ed  with  pundluality  and; 
precilion. 
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